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Chair & Directors Report 
(Claire-Anne Irvine & Darren Ferguson) 

 

 

We are very pleased to present Beyond Skinôs 2010 annual report. 

2010 has been another great year for Beyond Skin with many new developments internally and externally though projects 

and networks. Internally a big development has been a change in our management board and core team, plus new 

musicians, artists and facilitators joining our delivery network.  

 

Financial support for staff training from the Baring Foundation in November 2009 enabled the Beyond Skin to plan how 

best to use the resources and skills within the organisation. 

 At the end of 2009 the completion of a global education schools programme funded through the Department for 

International Development presented new opportunities within the Global Development & Education sector. Since 

developing the schools programme in 2008, Beyond Skin have always seen a clear link between global issues and local 

race relations, and addressing local race and sectarian issues by giving people a global perspective has been a very 

successful methodology, especially through our artists from countries outside of Ireland. 

At the beginning of 2010 we made a decision to appoint a part time paid Global Development/Communications officer 

and from then on Beyond Skin Global (BSG) began to take shape with the launch of a new website 

www.beyondskinglobal.org 

 

Homely Planet continued to grow in 2010 and gave strength to the BSG initiative and played a greater role in Motion 

Project music projects. More structured programme formats and broadcast times were put in place and new partnership 

broadcasts with other community radio stations and new global networks enabled a greater audience reach.  

We also welcomed new musicians and volunteers also throughout 2010 and as always had great support from 

VSB/Volunteer Now.  

 

In 2010 Beyond Skin were involved in 172 events/projects throughout Ireland. This included us having a core role in 

large festivals such as One World (Derry), Chinese New Year (Belfast), Ravenlink and Peace Day (East Belfast). 

In 2009 Beyond Skin was successful in securing an investment through the óCreative Legaciesô Belfast City Council 

Culture & Arts Peace III programme. This really gave Beyond Skin a large opportunity to show what we could really do. 

The Creative Legacies programme was very successful involving 6 festivals with the production of 4 short films, radio 

productions, community art pieces, music CDs and delivery of 30 workshops. The programme provided additional 

support of Beyond Skinôs Belfast East project also adding to the online resource and archive belfasteast.net 

 

In this report you will read about our 2010 projects, see the visuals and photographs and hopefully gather an insight to the 

ethos and character of Beyond Skin. As always we remain people focused, not organisational obsessed and continue to 

share our ideas, findings and resources always aiming to empower people to use their skills for positive outcomes 

benefiting the Northern Ireland community and beyond. In tough financial times we are not just here to survive as an 

organisation but to develop and deliver a new innovative project; thatôs what we do best, usually with little resources but 

working with passionate, gifted people. 

 

Although world events, mainstream media, corporate advertising and some people in power paint a very gloomy picture 

of the world where one person cannot make a difference, it is an attitude that Beyond Skin challenges. Assisting to reduce 

fears, developing confidence in people and allowing them to exercise their gifts in a supportive encouraging environment 

forms part of our aims to promote peace and understanding. People are amazing, and we all have the ability to achieve 

what people consider the impossible.  

In 2010 we have met and worked with great people which reflect in the success of our projects.  

 

Online we have continued to have a strong presence engaging new media and social networks and once again our design 

partners óSinful Designô have produced outstanding promotion artwork and website designs strengthening our projects. 

 

2010 seen a lot of our ideas and projects settle into formats and brands and a new a team focusing on various roles. 

I am so very proud what has been achieved in 2010 and all those involved should be also; and although we operate with 

the usual tight governance procedures of most charities, we are very unique. More of global family than an organisation, a 

social force rather than a brand and most of all a dynamic team of individuals that form part of a wider global movement 

to promote peace and equality for all.  
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BSG - The Launch 
 ñCreatively linking global development to local race relationsò 
On the 8

th
 May 2010 (Fairtrade Day), the Beyond Skin global (BSG) website was launched. 

Due to our new work in development education and also establishing global links we felt in 

necessary to have an online presence archiving and informing people of our global exchange, 

education & development projects. Maurice Macartney a musician with Beyond Skin but also 

a global development campaigner and activist was appointed as our key global development / 

communications officer. 

Press Release ï ñOn This World Fair Trade Day 8
th
 May 2010 Beyond Skin is proud to 

announce the launch of the new Beyond Skin Global website and bran. Creatively linking 

Global Development Issues to Race Relations, the website will be a central resource for 

Beyond Skin global initiatives/programmes and partnership projects and campaigns 

In 2008 Beyond Skin set out to use music as a tool to link global development issues to race 

relations in a schools programme funded by the Department for International Development (DFID). The programme was 

very successful and due to Beyond Skin's growing global network (thanks to Homely Planet radio) we have developed a 

Global Development Education initiative. This involves a schools' radio and music project funded by DFID, global 

exchange projects and various global campaign projects (such as Sudan365). 

In 2009 Beyond Skin became the first organisation in Ireland to become members of UNOY (United Network of Young 

Peacebuilders). Beyond Skin aims to develop exchange projects with other global members of UNOY, as well as with 

youth groups in Northern Ireland using music, arts and media. The Beyond Skin Global brand will soon be present on all 

Beyond Skin websites and online networks providing a link to the Beyond Skin Global websiteò 

www.beyondskinglobal.org 

 

BSG ï Sudan 365 
 Sudan 365 was launched on 9 January 2010, 365 days prior to a referendum 

which is due to be held to determine the future of Sudan. The people of South 

Sudan will vote to decide whether they wish to remain part of a united Sudan or 

whether they want to become an independent country. 

Sudan 365 is campaigning that it should be a future in which human rights are 

guaranteed in an environment of peace, prosperity and harmony. The fear is that 

it could be a future of conflict and suffering.  

 

The referendum is important as it was a key element of the Comprehensive Peace 

Agreement. This agreement was signed in 2005, after more than twenty years of 

war. The war killed over 2 million people. It displaced over 4 million from their 

homes. It caused suffering, trauma and uncertainty for millions. The peace 

agreement heralded a brighter future. It 

promised deep reform and national elections 

stating that in January 2011, there would be a 

referendum in the south. This would allow the 

South to decide its future through the ballot box 

and not through the gun. 

Beyond Skin was asked by Crisis in Action and Amnesty UK to run Sudan 365 

drumming events in Northern Ireland throughout 2010 

¶ 9
th
 January ï Belfast Oh Yeah Centre & Café Del Mondo, Derry 

¶ 11
th
 April ï Craft Village, Derry 

¶ 29
th
 May ï Guild Square, Derry (One World Festival & Drive 105fm) 

¶ 19
th
 September ï Connswater Shopping Centre, East Belfast 

 

Support at the events came from The Gathering Drum, Releasing Rhythms, Drumology, 

Harmonicity, SEEDS, Café Del Mondo, Oh Yeah Music Centre, Connswater Shopping 

Centre, Drive 105 and the Amnesty NI youth group. 

Archive photos and video at www.beyondskinglobal.org  &  www.sudan365.org 
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BSG - HubbleScope 
Concept - Exploring cultural diversity using music, internet radio and photography 

Methodology - Cultural exchange with Young Leaders of Sierra Leone Network (YLSL) and Newtownabbey Youth 

Groups using the internet as a communication tool. Young Leaders of Sierra Leone Network and Beyond Skin are 

members of The United Network of Young 

Peacebuilders (UNOY Peacebuilders), a global network 

of 38 youth peace organisations and 350 affiliates active 

in the field of peacebuilding and conflict transformation. 

The UNOY network contributes to the work of its 

members and affiliates in two fundamental ways, namely 

capacity building and advocacy and campaigning. 

Within these two fields UNOY engage in a range of 

additional activities. 

Workshops held in Newtownabbey were facilitated by 

musicians and artists from Beyond Skin. Radio, 

photography and music was used to develop part of the 

two way exchange. 

The final production was photo video and recorded 

project audio of the summer schemes.  

Photos and Video online www.beyondskinglobal.net 

 

BSG ï Resources 
Part of the BSG initiative was to have recourses also available online. This would be articles related to places or activities 

we were involved with and also information on Global Development issues, stats and news. Also the website hosts links 

to other development aid / education agencies. 
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The Motion Project - Review 
2010 was a very busy year for the motion project, with more 

events over a greater area than ever before.  Most notably, the 

past year saw the project put its gears in motion to complete its 

first summer scheme programme in the Irish Republic.  The 

success of the (interactive music experience)  iMEôs in Leitrim 

has lead to further enquiries about our services from across the 

border. 

The Year kicked off with Youth in Motion, where a group of 

young want to be musicians from East Belfast were given the 

opportunity to record their own music in a hi-tech studio.  

Chinese New Year Celebrations saw the project in St. Georges 

Market, before the hectic Community Relations week schedule 

demonstrated the M2Môs increasing demand.  Spring saw 

motion in Festivals; Ravenlink, forthspring, Glengormley and 

Leitrim spring to mind before the Belfast Carnival, a personal 

highlight due to the large crowd it attracted.   Hopes of a 

relaxed summer were quickly put to rest with the inception of 

the HubbleScope Project in Newtownabbey, where half a dozen 

day long iMEôs entertained and informed the young people of 

the region. 

This program saw the Motion Project take advantage of its 

partnership with UNOY by linking up with Sierra Leone via 

radio to give all who took part a better understanding of a very 

different Culture. 

I anticipated autumn/winter to be the ñquiet periodò, but with 

the Peace Day Festival, Unite week Belfast, Culture Night and 

Sudan 365 events all occurring within 7 days, I couldnôt have 

been more wrong!  These highly successful, and I might add 

thoroughly enjoyable, events were succeeded by Unite week 

Holywood, the Green Living Fair and Black History Month 

which gave us the opportunity to do what we do best, make 

noise for a good cause.  There arenôt enough trees in the world 

for me to dissect each of the 170 odd events we excelled in, and 

I have a vague recollection of several trips to Ballymoney, 

Newry and Derry with a drum bag on my lap, but it escapes the 

clutches of my memory.  In short, it was an incredible year full 

of success, and next year is already shaping up to bring more of 

the same, weôre all for Peace...but we havenôt quite mastered 

the, óand quietô part yet.  

(Aidan Logan ï Music & Events Assistant Manager) 

 
The 'Motion' Project are Northern Ireland's largest multi-

cultural music collective that has had representation of artists 

from many different countries. The Motion Project tour around 

Ireland providing unique world music interactive experiences, 

programs and performances.  The Motion Project are unique 

from most bands due to the nature of their improvised 

performances allowing for total creativity in the moment of 

inspiration. The Motion Project are well known for their 

interactive nature of getting the audience involved.  
Some of the countries/regions so far represented in the Motion 

Project are: Poland, China, South Africa, Ireland, Venezuela, 

India, England, New Zealand, Iran, Slovakia, Zimbabwe, 

Scotland, Sri-Lanka, Mexico, France, Columbia, Switzerland,  

Nepal, Hong Kong, Zambia, Ghana, Romania, Chile 

and of course N.Ireland. www.themotionproject.net 
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Homely Planet ï Review 
2010 continued to be a very successful year for Homely Planet with many new developments, programmes and 

partnerships. Over 50 Homely Planet programmes were recorded in 2010 throughout Ireland. Connecting Cultures the 

Q&A myth busting format proved to remain the most popular programme. 

For Community Relations week in April 2010 and specific programme for 

the week using the connecting cultures model was developed. It was called 

Magnetic North and focused on why people from other countries are 

attracted to Northern Ireland. Sessions where held in schools and arts 

centres in Derry, Lisburn, Bangor and Newtownabbey. 

óCelebrationô a programme covering festivals was also launched and 2010 

coverage included Chinese New Year, One World Festival, Expo-Nations 

and the Belfast Carnival. 

Homely Planet also became the global exchange catalyst for many projects 

and evaluation tool for groups with coverage of their event. 

Key event and project coverage included Refugee Week, Black History 

Month, Belfast Inclusion Festival, Cultural Connections NorthEast Project, 

Leitrim & Newtownabbey summer schemes and at the end of 2010 a special series óBlood. Sweat & Volunteersô, 

recognising the voluntary sectorsô contribution to the Development of Northern Ireland. 

 

One big development was the launch of Homely Planetôs first no non-

english programme, Kontakt, a regular polish radio programme for the 

Polish community in Northern Ireland. A partnership for the 

programme was with Polish Abroad, Polish Association NI, Kameleon 

Polish Youth Organisation and Unite Against Hate. 

 

Thirteen E- Newsletter were mailed out throughout the year 

highlighting upcoming radio programmes and projects. 

We also took on new volunteers and staff to work as journalists and 

engineers. 

As for the music, the playlist grew stronger in showcasing world music 

for around the global. 

2010 defiantly saw Homely Planet gain global a bigger audience and 

recognition as a very strong tool in cultural relations and education.  

www.homelyplanet.org 
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World Music N.I. ï Review 
Due to Beyond Skinôs large team musicians connected and working through the Motion Project, world music services 

already existed. A plan to support musicians delivering workshops and projects for Beyond Skin was finalised in the 

World Music Northern Ireland brand.  

Services includedé 

¶ World Music musicians 

¶ Bands 

¶ Performances 

¶ Workshops 

¶ Specific Cultural Education Projects 

¶ Event Advice 

¶ Festival  

¶ Support For Musicians (marketing etc) 

 

ñWorld Music NI  is a partnership social initiative of the organisations Beyond Skin & 

SEEDS (Derry), which aims to use music to explore diversity and promote the world 

music sector through the development of projects, festivals & networks. 

Due to their cultural social aims, Beyond Skin and SEEDS have been every active 

within the World Music sector in Northern Ireland, developing various networks, 

partnerships and music projects. This includes the development of The Motion Project, 

Northern Ireland's largest multicultural music collective and 'Harmonicity' Northwest 

multicultural fusion band. These developments have been complimented by Homely 

Planet radio, a internet cultural broadcast network with a playlist focusing on world 

& roots music.ò 

www.worldmusicni.com 

 

Throughout 2010 many musicians and bands performed at festivals and events under 

the Motionw2Music ltd name, (A social enterprise of Beyond Skin), which is to 

become World Music NI. The Motion2Music transition to WorldMusic NI will be 

complete in January 2011. The most active bands who performed through Beyond 

Skin in 2010 were - Magwere, Rassie Ai, Balkan Alien Sound, The Thfree Band, 

Ashiah Cackowska & Anyah Wysoczynska. 
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Belfast East 

 
'Music and Art based programs with East Belfast communities working with artists representing many different cultures, 

aiming to enhance cultural relationships and artistic value within the area.' 

 

Beyond Skin since established in January 2004, have been very active across Northern Ireland working alongside 

organsations, communities, education boards, government units and businesses running various cross-cultural arts, music 

& media projects to address racism and sectarianism. Most of the projects have been developed alongside two of Beyond 

Skinôs flagship delivery programs; The Motion Project (Northern Irelandôs largest multicultural music collective) and 

Homely Planet internet radio. 

 

Beyond Skin's previous main office was located in East Belfast, and through discussions with local communities, 

individuals, arts organisations, and government units, Beyond Skin in 2007 set out to establish a focused unit specifically 

for the East Belfast area. 

The Belfast East program is managed by Beyond Skin is primarily funded through Belfast City Council (culture and arts 

unit), working with core partners, arts organisations, businesses and social enterprises that are based or operate in the East 

Belfast area. 

 

Phase I of the Belfast East programme was completed in July 2009 and Phase II started in September 2009 with core 

partners The Bridge Association and Elmgrove Community/Primary School.  

 

Phase II will focus on researching and developing links through arts and media with groups on a global scale, identifying 

commonalities and diversity that is present socially, economically and environmentally within a community. 

 

Creative Legacies 
 

 Mission statement 

ñTo explore the diversity of our history and heritage enabling the development of the arts that reflects 

individualistic and united culture within East Belfast, providing a legacy that can benefit all inhabitants of 

Belfast City and the wider community.ò 

 
Beyond Skinôs creative legacies programme will build on our previous and current work in East Belfast also previous and 

ongoing work carried out by other Arts & Community groups/individuals. 

This Creative Legacies programme will help to increase the awareness and understandings of different communities, 

faiths and heritage that exist in the area. 

Sectarianism and racism and other forms of intolerance are caused by a varied and complex set of parameters; however, 

many of these problems have emanated from patterns of segregation in society, mistrust between communities, exclusion 

and marginalisation, and a lack of citizenship and participation in civil networks. 

Divided spaces, lack of cultural education and a growing ethnic diversity presents challenges for achieving greater 

integration and citizenship within an increasingly diverse society. These challenges are highlighted by the increasing 

number of racially-motivated crimes and incidents in recent years. This programme whilst exploring culture, heritage and 

diversity will also enrich the arts output of East Belfast leading towards greater creativity and artistic value of the area. 

 

The Belfast East Creative Legacy programme will use physical and digital art to represent the outcomes of various 

programs and will assist the development of an online archive and public art pieces. The process of building cultural 

relations and assisting cultural education will involve music, art, poetry, spoken word, multimedia, dance, radio and 

personal development initiatives.  

 

Ravenlink Womanôs Group, Chinese Welfare Association, Zmn Productions & Sinful Design are the primary partners 

who assisted Beyond Skin in the development, implementation, monitoring and marketing of the Creative Legacy 

programme. 

The Creative Legacy programme was core funded through Belfast City Council Culture & Arts unit under the Special EU 

Programmes Body Peace III fund. 
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Creative Legacies Programme Summary 
 

Location: East Belfast 

Lead Organisation: Beyond Skin uses the arts, music and media to address racism and sectarianism. 

Concept: A series of music, art, craft and digital media projects brought groups in East Belfast together to 

encourage greater understanding of different cultures. The project centred around six milestone events. 

Project: 

ñThis mosaic of creative activities enabled young people to learn new skills while opening up a world of new 

cultures. Highlights included the Alternatives youth group working with world musicians to record a CD of 

music and children from Nettlefield School joining with the Chinese Welfare Association and artist Emma-

Louise Hutchinson to create beautiful artefacts for the Chinese New Year. Emma-Louise also ran a craft 

workshop with local women, while female world musicians celebrated International Womenôs Day at the 

Ulster Hall. Beyond Skinôs Homely Planet radio team also trained six students in internet radio production for 

Belfast East Radio during the Trans Festival. YOUnite Week saw drumming, film and multimedia events 

leading up to International Day of Peace 2010, Peace Day pillars created for the Connswater Greenway and a 

group from East Belfast made fascinating Feile FM radio programmes for Black History Monthò. 

Legacy: 

ñIt was so exciting to see young people from all kinds of backgrounds get such a buzz learning genuinely 

useful new skills. It wasnôt about imposing an idea of different cultures on people, but you saw them gradually 

develop an awareness of the depth of other cultures and think more about their own heritage too. Most 

rewarding for me was to see living proof that art can transform peopleôs outlook on lifeò. 

Darren Ferguson, Manager, Beyond Skin 
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The Identity 
 

It was important that the people of East Belfast had ownership of activities and projects in their community. Beyond Skin 

needed to distance its brand from the programme and give East Belfast a new fresh identity that would represent various 

culture & arts activities in the East of the City. 

 

Creativity was the methodology for the cultural learning and relationship building process. The concept was to build 

capacity on initiatives that already existed or the willingness in people to bring positive change in their community, so 

ódevelopingô was the production realization on all projects. Beyond Skin wasnôt there to start new things and re-invent the 

wheel. We were there to assist the social, artistic development of East Belfast. As for the name, it was decided to reverse 

East Belfast to remove any political or social stereotypes and to make it feel part of the wider Belfast City community, 

North, South, West and Central. So Belfast East it became.  

 

Two logos exist: 1. Full name logo with tagline.  2. E Flower logo - to be used when marketing space was limited. 

 

                                  
 

 

Creative Legacies  - The Concept 
 

The Creative Legacies concept was to develop and deliver activities surrounding milestone events in the calendar, local 

and international. Milestones were chosen due to previous engagement by Beyond Skin and other East Belfast groups and 

to reflect diversity in each project. 

Milestone events were: 

¶ Chinese New year (14
th
 February) 

¶ World Community Arts Day (17
th
 

February) 

¶ International Womens Day (8
th
 

March) 

¶ Ravenlink Festival (25
th
 June) 

¶ Trans Festival (10
th
 & 11

th
 July) 

¶ International Peace Day (21
st
 

September) 

¶ Black History Month (October) 

 

Apart from workshops leading into the 

milestone events, other activities included 

a music production project with 

Alternatives Youth group and musicians 

from various cultural backgrounds and an 

educational visit to Derry for the 

Ravenlink Womens Group. 

 

Artist format and identified participants for each milestone event was developed with partners and people in East Belfast. 

The strategy was to keep the process inclusive, allowing people to express ideas and shape the events as they would like. 

It would have been very easy for Beyond Skin to say here is the event, this is what we will do and this is how you will do 

it. But the outcomes would of been very weak and a frail foundation would present little legacy growth. 

This was about empowering people, assisting them to develop creative skills and learn about each other in the process. 

Cultural exchange and education through creativity. 

 

 

 

 



16 

                                                                  Annual Report 2010 
 

 

 
Beyond  Skin , Belfast Carnival Centre, 11-47 Boyd Street, Belfast, BT13 2GU.    
info@beyondskin.net     www.beyondskin.net    07877 756987 
Registered Charity. XT328   Company Limited by Guarantee.  NI 063189 
Incorporating World Music NI & Homely Planet (PRS Radio license LE-0001209). 

 

Creative Legacies  - The Launch 
 

On the 10
th
 December 2009 at the Belmont Tower, East Belfast, Creative Legacies Belfast East was launched. 

Attended by artists, musicians, and partners involved, we had programme talks by:  

¶ Denis Iliescu (Belfast East manager)  

¶ Darren Ferguson (Beyond Skin) 

¶ Jill Rankin (Ravenlink Womens group) 

       With fantastic music by:  

¶ Joel Murphy (N.I.) 

¶ Thomas Annang (Ghana) 

¶ Wilson Magwere (Zimbabwe) 

¶ Davy Bates (N.I.) 

¶ Jan Uhrin (Slovakia) 

¶ Ganesh Kumble (India) 

        Finally...  

¶ Freeform Dancing - Julia Waters 

¶ Website Intro - Rachel Sinnamon 

¶ Radio Recordings - Venus McDonnell & Kerrie Hanna 

¶ Photography - Ross Metcalfe 

 

 

 

Creative Legacies  - The Press Release 
 

The organisation Beyond Skin will be launching the Belfast East Creative Legacies programme, new Belfast East brand 

and website on Thursday 10th December 09 @ Belmont Tower 7pm  (8.30pm finish) www.belmont-tower.co.uk 

Beyond Skinôs creative legacies programme will build on our previous and current work in East Belfast also previous and 

ongoing work carried out by other Arts & Community groups/individuals.  

The programme aims to explore the diversity of our history and heritage enabling the development of the arts that reflects 

individualistic and united culture within East Belfast, providing a legacy that can benefit all inhabitants of Belfast City 

and the wider community. 

This Creative Legacies programme will help to increase the awareness and understandings of different communities, 

faiths and heritage that exist in the area using music, art, music, digital media and radio. 

  

The programme is part of a wider Belfast City Council culture & arts initiative funded by the European Peace III 

programme 

PDF attached - For more information or to attend the launch on the 10
th
 December  email Ms Denis Iliescu  

denis@beyondskin.net 

www.belfasteast.net 

www.beyondskin.net 
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Creative Legacies Project 1 ï Alternatives (Youth in Motion)  
 

As part of the Belfast East creative legacies programme, Alternatives, a youth group in East Belfast worked with 

professional musicians and poets from around the world to record a CD of music and spoken word through the Youth In 

Motion  network. One the recordings was to promote Chinese New Year, year of the Tiger. 

 

Guest Artists 

¶ Stephen Huo china 

¶ Donald Makoni Zimbabwe 

¶ Ganesh Kumble India 

¶ Wilson Magwere Zimbabwe 

¶ Keith Watterson N.I.  

¶ Gordon Hewitt Australia 

¶ Thomas Annang Ghana 

 

About Youth In Motion  
The Youth in Motion  project invites young people from all communities, religious and ethnic backgrounds in Northern 

Ireland, to come together to create new music. They achieve this with assistance from an international mix of professional 

musicians, each representing a different country, different influences, methods, inspirations and more. 

Through improvised music sessions participants get a chance to express their ideas to form compositions before 

producing a professional recording! 

Area programs take place in various locations across Northern Ireland. 

Affectionately known as YIM , the programs are open to young people with a flair for music; playing an instrument, 

singing or song writing or composing. Level of ability is not important . The project also offers flexibility - tailored 

sessions can be formed to work around time schedules and budgets. 

YIM - What's Involved? 

¶ Song writing & improvised sessions 

¶ Introduction sessions to different cultural music with musicians from various cultural backgrounds 

¶ Recording studio sessions leading to CD/Internet recording/s and optional performance/s 

¶ Future opportunities within the Youth in Motion network 

 

Discover More 
For more info about Youth In Motion: yim-ni.org 
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Creative Legacies Project 2 ï Chinese New Year 
 

A Definition... 

Chinese New Year, Lunar New Year, or Spring Festival is the most 

important of the traditional Chinese holidays. It is commonly called 

"Lunar New Year", because it is based on the lunisolar Chinese 

calendar. The festival traditionally begins on the first day of the first 

month in the Chinese calendar and ends on the 15th; this day is called 

Lantern Festival. Chinese New Year's Eve is known as chú xí which 

literally means "Year-pass Eve". 

This celebration the longest and most important festivity in the 

Chinese Lunar Calendar. The origin of the Chinese New Year is 

centuryôs old, carrying significance through the weight of many 

associated myths and traditions. Ancient Chinese New Year was a 

reflection of how the people behaved and what they believed in most. 

The Chinese zodiac follows a twelve year cycle, each of the years 

being named after an animal. The Chinese believe that people born in 

a particular year adopt certain characteristics of the animal associated 

with that year.  

 

Celebrations in 2010 

Belfast celebrated the Chinese New Year of the Tiger with an 

impressive, well received festival on the 14th February 2010 at St 

Georges Market Belfast managed by the Chinese Welfare Association 

- www.cwa-ni.org 

 

Get Creative 

Artist Emma-Louise Hutchinson and representatives of the Chinese Welfare Association 

worked with children from Nettlefield Primary School, East Belfast in a series of 

workshops to create Chinese themed artefacts that would be added to a final art piece. 

The final piece was assembled onto a 2x2m board. The centre - the main feature of the 

piece - was an image of a tiger face decorated by Chinese hearts and New Year 

messages from the public. 

The Tiger art piece process was filmed. Concept by Beyond Skin, with artistic direction 

by Emma-Louise Hutchinson. The Film was directed and produced by Zhenia Mahdi-

Nau, ZMN Studios. 

The Magwere African band also performed at the New Year festival. 
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Creative Legacies Project 3 ï World 

Community Arts Day (closer to the edit) 
 

The Project 

Romanian Charity FAST who work with the 'Children & Music' and 

music collective Harmonicity (who are connected with Derry-based 

Charity SEEDS) recorded music that was remixed through a series of 

workshops involving young people in East Belfast. 

The recorded material created in the sessions was given to the 

participating East Belfast groups. They then proceeded to edit the 

sounds in a series of DJ workshops held at the Chinese Welfare Centre 

in Belfast. 

After a lot of great, hard work, we now present the final recordings to 

you, here! Download the finished articles at 

www.belfasteast.net/creativelegacies  

Find out about WCAD  www.communiversity.org.uk 

 

Process 

MP3's of the Romania recordings were emailed to the Derry Project Manager. The Derry musicians listened before 

adding their own music to it. The originals along with the overdubbed music were then sent to a Music Producer in 

Belfast, who assisted a group of young people in mixing the tracks into various arrangements.  

Art workshops also were facilitated by Emma-Louise Hutchinson at the Chinese Welfare Association. 

 

 
 

Thanks & "Well Done"  

¶ DJ mixes: Jordan, Janie, Aresu, Johnson, Dean & Stephen assisted by Tessa Greer Beat 'N Track music solutions 

¶ Special mix edits: Ganesh Kumble 

¶ Romania recording production: Daniel Hristea 

¶ Derry recording production: David Dryden / Sean Feaney 
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Creative Legacies Project 4 ï International Womenôs Day 
 

Brief Insight  

Since 1911, International Women's Day (IWD) has been 

- and still is - celebrated annually on the 8th March. It is 

an important day of global celebration for the economic, 

creative and social achievements of women around the 

world. Some countries such as China, Russia, Vietnam 

and Bulgaria have incorporated IWD into their calendars 

as a national holiday! 

 

8
th
 March 2010 Belfast marked the occasion with a 

range of activities at the Ulster Hall. Women from all 

over the city came to contribute to and support the 

event. It was a very exciting and fulfilling day! 

Through the Belfast East creative legacies programme, 

women from the East Belfast area joined artist and co-

ordinator Emma-Louise Hutchinson for a 'Martisor' 

Craft Workshop 

 

Get Creative 

The word 'Martisor'  literally means 'Little March'. It is 

celebrated every year starting on the 1st of March in 

Romania and Moldova. 

Every year, local women hand-make flower broaches for 

pinning onto coat lapels to symbolise the passing of 

winter and the start of spring. 

Over the period of 2 workshops, broaches were made by 

our female guest groups - the Rasharkin Womens' 

Group and Ravenlink Womens' Group - which were 

given to women in their own communities. 

During the event, female musicians from Ireland, 

Belgium, Poland and China gave performances which 

really lifted the atmosphere and energy and Homely Planet radio were 

there in force, holding a 'Myth Busting' forum with women from 

Zimbabwe, India and Romania.  

Through Creative Legacies a partnership workshop with women from East 

Belfast was held in Rasharkin, with the womenôs group there.  
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Creative Legacies Project 5  

Ravenlink Festival  
 

The Ravenlink Festival is a community initiative organised by the 

Ravenlink Residents Group in partnership with  

On the 26
th
 June 2010, the free festival started at 12pm and ran to 

4pm with music from local artists and musicians representing 

Zimbabwe, India, China, Poland and Portugal, Chinese lion Dancing, 

an open drum circle, art workshop, bouncy-castles and kids activities, 

and food and craft stalls. 

 

Ravenlink Residents Group previously known as Ravenlink Womans 

Group piloted the Ravenlink festival last summer in a residential area 

lower Ravenhill Road. Since then the group have grown and 

developed capacity to assist more issues within the East Belfast area 

working with Beyond Skin and other organisations. This year in an 

aim to reach and provide access for a wider community the 

Ravenlink festival relocated to Ormeau park. 

 

Unite Against Hate also provided support for the event along with 

Beat N Track. The event was film by ZMN Productions and a radio 

production formed also part of the evaluation. The sun shined on the 

day also!!! 

Sinful Design produced the poster and created a new brand for 

Ravenlink Residents Group. 

 

Darren Ferguson from Beyond Skin said, "We are very proud of what the Ravenlink Women have achieved to date and 

very excited what future positive influences they will have on East Belfast and the wider Northern Ireland community. 

The festival is a celebration and a true testament to the impact of initiatives like the Creative Legacies project and a 

visible show of what people with passion and vision for their community can achieve with little resources." 

  

                                            
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


